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Club Activities for January --

January 18th Club Meeting. Our next
meeting is Tuesday at Hauberg Civic
Center in Rock Island, IL. We welcome
show and tell, or if you need help
identifying a rock in your collection. We
can discuss what we want to do this
year as a club. We will also welcome in our
new board members. Hope to see you all
there.
Dues are Due -Membership dues for 2011 are due; If you
have joined the club September or later
this year your dues are already paid.
Please mail your check to:
Kellie Moore
718 FranklinAve Davenport. IA 52806
Individuals - $15.00
Senior Individual $10.00
Senior Couple - $12.00
Family - $20.00
Upcoming Events
January 16th: DAVENPORT, IA, Hobby day
at the Moores. Noon to 5.
January 22: LINCOLN, NE, Annual Midwinter Swap, Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc, Bethany Park Shelter House Cotner &
Vine Sts, Sat 1:00-5:00, Contact Lincoln
Gem & Mineral Club, PO Box 5342, Lincoln,
NE 68505, jna@inetnebr.com

February 26-27: ROSEVILLE, MN, PreSpring Show, Anoka County Gem & Mineral
Club, Har Mar Mall, 2100 Snelling, Sat
10:00-6:00, Sun 10:00-5:00, Contact
Martha Miss, 8445 Grange Blvd, Cottage
Grove, MN, 55016, (651) 459-0343,
rockbiz8@cs.com
March 12 - 13: MACOMB, IL GESCI
Show at Western Illinois University on
Murray Street in Macomb, Illinois. Saturday
hours 10-6, Sunday 10-5. Guest speaker,
special programs, special exhibits,
demonstrations, silent auction,door prizes.
Free admission and free parking. For more
info contact Jim Travis (309) 645-3609 or
Regina Kapta (217) 233-1164.
March . Cedar Rapids, IA Cedar Valley
Rocks and Minerals Society Annual Show,
March 26-27: Monroe, WI Badger Lapidary
& Geological Society, 41st Annual, Rock,
Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show. “Rocks at
Work”, Monroe Senior High School, 1600
26th St., Monroe, WI 53566. Hours: 9am5pm Sat & Sun. Ten dealers, excellent
speakers, many beautiful club displays
including a display from the Earth Haven
Museum in Gillette, fluorescent mineral
tent, lapidary demonstrations, club sales
table, hourly door prizes, educational
films. Activities for kids: Fishpond, spinner
game, treasure hunt, quarry quest, rock
polishing, and roving rock wizard. Freewill donation at the door and free
parking. Food: Full Menu. This is a show
that a family with $10 can come in and have a
whole day of fun.

Buying Equipment
If you are new to the lapidary hobby and
wish to buy equipment, be sure to get
sound advise from an experienced person
BEFORE you make a purchase. A lot of
newbies get stung on used equipment.
If you want to buy a cabochon grinder,
learn how to cut a cabochon first. If you
want to cut faceted stones, learn how to
facet before you buy equipment. You may
decide this is not the aspect of the lapidary
hobby for you. You may also gain some
insight on what to look for in your
equipment purchase.
When buying used equipment, buyer
beware. If possible, plug in the equipment
and use it or watch it run. Know what the
equipment costs brand new. Know how
much a new saw blade or grinding wheel
will cost if that is the type of unit you are
purchasing. E.g. A Diamond Pacific genie
is a good machine. But, if the seller wants
six or seven hundred dollars for a used unit
and the grinding wheels are worn out, you
would be better off buying a new unit.
Cheap equipment may not be a bargain if
it needs costly repairs, is antiquated, or is
just plain junk from the day it rolled off the
assembly line.
By Craig Moore

Hobby Day
Our next Hobby Day is Sunday January
16th starting at noon. We will be wire
wrapping, bead stringing, and cabachon
cutting. If you are new to the hobby and
want to join us please come. We urge your
participation in this event. Do not worry
about having material to work with. If
needed some materials can be provided
for free or for a minimal charge.
So come and learn or simply do what you
know. Bring a show and tell item, or just
hang out and eat snacks. It’s all ok.

Address: 718 Franklin Ave – Davenport
Directions – Coming out Brady turn left on
65th St by Thunder Bay Grill. Continue on
65th St until you reach Franklin Ave – next
to the last street – turn Left.
Coming from I80 – Take Brady street exit.
Turn right at the first intersection by the
Shell Gas station. Continue on 65th St until
you reach Franklin Ave – next to the last
street – turn Left.
We are the 3rd house on the right – our
house is Blue.
By Craig Moore

Classes Available
If you would rather learn one on one
instead of the group setting classes are
available to individuals upon request. If
you would like to learn any of the following
things please contact us to set a date. We
generally do this on Sunday afternoons.
Cab cutting – learn to cut a cab to wrap,
set, or just admire. You may bring your own
slabs or we can provide something for you
to cut. No jade or garnet please. This class
is best kept to one or two people. You will
go home with a small cut cab fit for setting.
Beading – Learn to make jewelry. Earrings,
necklace, or bracelet. Class would have a
$5 fee for materials. You will learn one to
two of these things per class. You will take
home wearable jewelry in just one class.
Wire Wrapping – Learn to wrap that piece
you just cabbed, wrap a tumbled stone, or
some other workable shape. If you have
something you would like to make into a
wearable pendant please bring it.
Otherwise a tumbled stone can be
provided. You will finish a piece to take
home in one class. If you have any tools –
please bring them as well.

Gem Trees – Learn to make a tree dressed
with stones. This is a somewhat lengthy
craft so please all for an entire afternoon.
You can take home your finished tree. If
you have stones you would like to use
please bring them. There is a $5 material
fee for this class.
Silver Smithing – Learn to use a torch and
make a silver ring. Perhaps using a stone
you cut yourself. This is a lengthy process
as well so please allow for an entire
afternoon. This class is best taught one on
one. There is a $25 material fee for this
class – but you will take home a ring you
can wear and say you made it yourself.
If you have your own materials for these
classes the material fee would be waived.
For classes please contact Craig or Kellie
at 563-445-3034.
LOUD AND CLEAR
Paleontological Resources Preservation
Act (S2727; HR 2974)
The Senate bill, with amendment, was
favorably reported out of the Committee on
Energy and National Resources on
October 8, 2002 and placed on the Senate
Legislative Calendar as Calendar No. 655.
As I write this column, the Senate and
House are both recessed and are
scheduled to return November 12th for
about one week in a so-called "lame duck"
session. At the close of that "lame duck"
session, the 107th Congress will be
history. My contact in the office of Virginia
Senator George Allen advised me that it is
unlikely, but possible, that the bill will
actually come up for vote.
On the House side, HR 2974 is still in
committee, i.e., the "House Committee on
Resources."
Although it appears that the legislation will
not become law in the 107th Congress,
please contact your Senators to state your
position. I expect the legislation to be
reintroduced into the next session of
Congress.

Rockhard Criminals
Last May two rockhound buddies were
collecting agatized coral in the Aucilla Wildlife
Management Area (WMA) known as the "Coral
Lands" or "Western Slough" area in Jefferson
County, Florida. They were an arrested by an
officer of the Fresh Water and Game
Commission locally referred to as a "game
warden." The rockhounds spent 10 hours in a
cold jail cell before being released on bond.
This particular WMA is described as having
Indian burial mounds within its boundaries and
a number of "preserved sites" where the
presence of artifacts has been noted. The site
of the rockhound dig was neither in an Indian
burial mound nor in a "preserved site." The
only posted prohibition against collecting
covered only Indian artifacts. The rockhounds
were charged with violation of the Florida State
Criminal Code, specifically "Criminal Mischief,"
a misdemeanor.
The Public Defenders Office in Jefferson
County, Florida advised me in telephone
conversation that they knew of no Florida
statute or agency rule governing the removal
of rocks and minerals from state lands for
recreational purposes. Further, I was told that
the rockhounds would have a good defense if
the case were to be tried because of lack of
notice and to doubts as to whether or not the
digging of a hole and the removing of rocks
amounted to what would he regarded as
"criminal mischief'." However, the charges
were eventually dropped and the matter never
went to trial.
At present, I know of no statute, agency rule,
legal precedent or even stated policy covering
collecting of agatized coral or other rocks and
minerals on Florida state land. However, we do
know that the aforementioned arresting officer
is still plying his trade in the Aucilla WMA area
and can be expected to treat other collectors
he might encounter in the manner described
above. Accordingly, unless we can obtain a
favorable policy decision from the Florida state
agency having jurisdiction over the land,
rockhounds should avoid the area.

George Loud

Bench Tips
by Brad Smith

BURNISHING BEZELS
A dapping ball can sometimes be
used to burnish a bezel. I noticed
this when setting some 8 x 10 cabs
on a piece of filigree. It was difficult
to get enough pressure with a
regular burnisher, so I tried a
dapping ball and found it much
easier. Make sure the ball is well
polished (hit it with the Zam wheel)
and let it ride along the base of your
piece. Select a ball big enough to hit
the top of the bezel at the right angle
to burnish it down onto the stone.
______

SUPER PICKLE
We've all made the mistake of putting
some steel in the pickle pot. This can
cause all your pieces to be coated
with copper. Easiest way I've found
to clean it off is to fill half a coffee
cup with the pickle and put in an
ounce or two of hydrogen peroxide
from the drug store. Throw your
pieces in and the coating is gone in
about 10 minutes. When finished,
pour the solution back into your
pickle pot.
More BenchTips by Brad Smith are at
groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/
or
facebook.com/BenchTips

Displaying Your Treasures

By Clay Williams, El Dorado County Mineral
& Gem Society FWD: Dee Holland
Whether a case contains mineral
specimen(s) or the product of any other
related activity, the challenge is to display
them to best effect. The author, who is
struggling with the mastery of this art and
has been for a number of years through
successes and occasional failures, was
asked by several club VIP’s to share some
of his insights.
A good place to start is the color scheme.
The colors of all supporting elements of the
exhibit should be relatively muted and, for
the best effect, should both match each
other and what is being displayed. The
author took labels in colors that were
appealing and also blended with his
specimens, along with a junk piece of
mineral that matched those specimens, to
a fabric store where he placed each next to
liner fabric candidates. The store clerk
must have wondered what was going on.
When the winning fabric was finally
determined, the only other limitation was,
could enough be purchased to cover all
liner foam board and any possible fabric
covered risers?
The word, muted, cannot be emphasized
enough when talking about the case, the
liners, the mounts and/or risers and the
labels! All should be less eye catching than
the object or objects of display. Various
earth tone colors are an excellent way to
execute this difference. Avoid bright
colors, especially red, at all cost! That the
last, when on cars, draws inordinate
scrutiny from police should be a hint why.
The bright purple liner that I saw at a
recent show should probably go in favor of
something much less attention getting -after all, the intent is to get people to focus
on what is being displayed, not on the
background.
Labeling is important and indicates the
exhibitor has taken the trouble to correctly

identify your treasure. In most cases, such
as with minerals and fossils, it should
definitely include locality and name
information. This should be more specific
than, say, “Emerald, South America.” A
better effort would state that emerald is a
variety of beryl and, at the very least, give
the country and province, region or district
of origin. It also might be nice to know
where a lapped piece of tiger’s eye, topaz
in a jewelry setting or turquoise in a belt
buckle came from. Competitive entries
have certain requirements, which vary for
different types of displays. Check the
AFMS rules and CFMS Supplementary
Rules Information. It would also be a good
idea to ask for someone’s advice if you are
contemplating such a move.
Even though not really muted, black,
depending on the shade of your liner,
usually is fairly readable. Readability is an
important issue and is one reason why the
author tested a sample label at the fabric
store. Readability also limits your choice of
fonts. Making that font bold and of a
reasonable size helps, as it must be
assumed that not everyone can see or read
well.
The author’s labels are composed on a PC
and then printed onto transparencies using
an ink-jet. Each transparency page is then
cut into individual labels, which may be
further trimmed to fit in the spaces
between specimens. Gloves are used
whenever handling the finished product, as
it fingerprints easily. This not-often-seen
procedure gets lots of attention from those
more interested in the process than the
item or items being displayed.
Layout within the case is, of course, a
personal thing. However, too much clutter
looks very unprofessional and should be
avoided; it diminishes the overall
impression. Also to be avoided is the
placement of lower quality material among
stars; the former detracts from the latter.
This is easier said than done, especially if
one is new to collecting and, therefore, has

a limited choice of what to include.
Labels should be of consistent type and not
look like they were just thrown in. The liner
or liners should cover the entire area
visible through the glass, and not be
stained or dirty. Avoid giving the
appearance that your effort was lacking. It
is a good idea to try putting your case
together pre-show. Such a dry run will get
the kinks out, if any. It is the time to make
final changes and is great practice,
especially if the exhibit is at all complex.
Also this can uncover any omissions while
something can still be done.
Good luck!
Ed. Note: Clay Williams has credentials
behind his advice. He has entered his
displays and won in competition at
California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies shows. He won the 1st Place
Advanced Minerals Trophy for his copper
minerals case and was also awarded the
coveted Hamel Minerals Trophy at the 2005
CFMS Show in Roseville, CA. In June, he
received the 1st Place Masters Minerals
Trophy for his copper mineral case at the
2007 CFMS Show in Lancaster, CA

To mail or not to mail That is the Question
That question, it seems, is being asked by
a larger and larger number of rock clubs.
In the last two weeks I have had one
newsletter editor tell me that they are
going to stop sending out exchange
newsletters, another is going to start
sending a newsletter out every three
months, and one that is not going to mail
newsletters at all, all for the same reason,
the cost of postage. I do not want to see
exchange newsletters become a thing of
the past, nor does the rockhound
community. They are too valuable a
resource to be lost.
I think there is a solution that can be
utilized by most if not all clubs. Why not
send your newsletter by e-mail?

We e-mailed just under half of our January
2003 newsletters, and I have already
received two e-mail exchange newsletters
back from other clubs who think the idea is
great.
My club purchased Adobe Acrobat 5 which
we use to convert our newsletter into a .pdf
file. The advantage of a .pdf file is that it
converts any program into a format that
can be read with the free Adobe Acrobat
Reader which comes installed on most
computers. Any web site you visit that has
downloadable information, the information
is in .pdf format and there is a link to the
free reader. Web sites use the .pdf format
because the information they provide can
not be altered, there by safeguarding their
information. My club uses MS Publisher to
produce our newsletter, other clubs use
MS Word. The Adobe Acrobat 5 program
will convert both programs including
graphics into the .pdf format.
We estimate that we will pay for the
program in 16 months on just the postage
savings. An easier way to figure the cost of
the program is, it works out to about 550
newsletters, e-mailed rather than mailed,
to pay for the program, that's at .37 cents
per newsletter, right now. How many
newsletters do you mail right now? How
many do the Federations mail each month?
What are the pro's and con's of sending
your newsletter as an e-mail vs. mailing?
On the plus side:
1> Your newsletters arrive in one piece, no
torn pages, no plastic sacks from the Post
Office (for the newsletters in pieces). We
had three of those in one month.
2> For most clubs initially they would
probably save slightly less than half of their
postage alone. This doesn't include printer
supplier, paper, etc.
3> The newsletters don't get lost.
4> They arrive sooner.
5> They can be saved on your home
computer for future reference.
6> The information can not be changed or

tampered with in the .pdf format.
On the minus side:
1> The cost of the Adobe Acrobat 5
program. We purchased our copy for just
over $200. Go to any of the office supply
stores and it will cost you $250.
2> Some large clubs, like the Federations,
mail using a bulk rate. This could affect
them.
3> You will still have to mail some of your
newsletters.
For further information visit the following
web sites:
The Adobe Acrobat web site at:
http://www.adobe.com
For software buying web sites look at:
http://www.pricegrabber.com
http://www.pricescan.com
http://www.price.com
These all compare prices from different
outlets. The one we chose had no tax and
free shipping.
Frank & Darlene Hart Posthuma
Editors, Marysville Rock and Gem Club,
Inc.
Member NFMS
Editor’s note: While this article is obviously
several years old, I believe it is even more valid
today. The version of Adobe Acrobat they
mention can still produce viable PDFs that
should work on any reader, and the program
can now be found for a fraction of the price! I
just recently purchased a completely legal,
brand new, unregistered copy of Adobe
Acrobat 6 on eBay for a mere $10!!! I can’t
guarantee you can find it that cheap, but good
copies are out there at very reasonable prices
if you are willing to look for them. Imagine how
much you could save on putting out
newsletters if you could spend just a one time
fee of say $20-$30 and then send half or more
of your newsletters out for free! Of course if
you feel you must have the latest and greatest,
I believe they are up to version 9, but that will
run you around what this article quoted. Either
way I'll wager you'll be saving money in the
end. Let's keep newsletters alive!
(P.S. I believe many of those new e-readers
accept PDF files too!)
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The purpose of this non-profit organization is to promote
interest in collecting, studying and working with gems and
minerals and fossils. Organized in 1955, the Black Hawk Club
joined the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological
Societies in 1959. It is also a member of the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on
the third Thursday of every month, September through May at
6:00P.M. in the Hauberg Civic Center, 1300 24th Street, Rock
Island, IL. Picnics are held at various locations during June,
July, and August. Annual Dues: Individual Membership:
$15.00, Senior Couples: $12.00, Senior Individual: $10.00,
Family: $20.00.
Contributions: Submissions (announcements, photographs,
notes, letters, articles, etc.) are actively solicited from
BHGMC members. Copyrighted material submitted for
publication must be accompanied by a written release from the
copyright holder. All material submitted is subject to editing.
Unless previously arranged, all submissions become property
of the Black Hawk Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. When
requested, original and personally-written articles will be
published with a copyright notice in the author's name,
otherwise all submissions will be published without individual
copyright. No anonymous submissions will be considered;
however, the submitter's name will be withheld or a
pseudonym may be used at the submitter's request. The
deadline for all submitted work is the 20th of the month before
it is to be published. Late and\or unused entries may be
published in later issue.
Editor: Kellie Moore 718 Franklin Ave, Davenport, IA
52806.

Disclaimer: The conclusions and opinions expressed in
Smoke Signals are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent those of the Officers, Editor, or members
of the club.
Copyright © 2011 by the Black Hawk Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. With the exception of items that are specifically
copyrighted by their authors, other clubs may use material
published in Smoke Signals as long as proper credit is given
and the meaning or sense of the material is not changed.

Visit us at:
www.blackhawkgemandmineralclub.com
Affiliations
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological
Societies
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies
http://www.gamineral.org/afms.htm
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