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Club Activities - 
 
March 13th - Bead Day at Readmore Books and 
Rock Shop in Moline. Hosted by Vicki. 12-5. 
Contact Vicki for information. 309-762-7605 
 
March15th Club Meeting.  Our next meeting will 
be Tuesday, March 15th at the Fryxell Geology 
Museum from 5:30 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.  We will 
be awarding our annual Scholarship. The museum 
is located at Augustana College 733 35th Street, 
Rock Island, IL.   
 
April 5th – Haul out for Spring Show at Hauberg 
Civiv Center. In order to prepare for our Spring 
Show we will be hauling out the Tuesday before the 
show. Anyone willing to volunteer in the hauling 
please meet us at Hauberg in Rock Island at 6p.m. 
We will also need help hauling whatever’s left back 
into Hauberg on April 12th. We would appreciate 
any help you can give on either day. 
 

Dues are Due --  
 

Membership dues for 2011 are due; If you 
have joined the club September or later 
this year your dues are already paid. 
Please mail your check to: 
Kellie Moore 
718 FranklinAve  
Davenport. IA 52806 
 
Individuals - $15.00 
Senior Individual - $10.00 
Senior Couple - $12.00 
Family - $20.00 
 
If a star appears on 
the front of this newletter our records 
show you have not yet paid your 
2011 Dues. If this is incorrect, please 
contact us. If dues are not paid this 
will be your last newsletter. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
March 19-20: Cedar Rapids, IA Cedar Valley 
Rocks and Minerals Society, Annual Show. 
Change of Location - Hawkeye Downs Expo Center 
4400 6th St SW. Treasures From Iowa’s Ice Age. 
Featuring Ice Age Fossils & Lake Superior Agates. 
Programs, Demonstrations, Pebble Pit for Kids, 
Silent Auction, Displays. Sat 8:30-6, Sun 9:30-5. 
Adults $2, Students(12-18) $1, Kids (under 12) 
Free. For additional information Contact: Marvin 
Houg (319)364-2868 m_houg@yahoo.com, or 
Sharon Sonnleitner (319)396-4016 
sonnb@aol.com , Tom Whitlatch (319)362-0684 
whitlatcht@mchsi.com.  
 
April 1-3 Macomb, IL – MAPPS 33nd Annual 
Fossil Expo. Western Hall, Western Illinois 
University. Fri & Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 8am-Noon. 
Free admission. Children’s Fossil Dig Box.  
Fri & Sat Silent Auctions. Saturday LIVE AUCTION 
at 5:15 p.m. Approx. 80 fossils and fossil-related 
items will be auctioned. Contact: Tom Williams 
(815) 223-9638 Paleotom234@dishmail.net 
http://www.midamericapaleo.org/index.php 
 
April 2-3:  LINCOLN, NE, 53nd  Annual Show, 
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Lancaster Event 
Center, 84th & Havelock Ave, Contact: Lincoln 
Gem & Mineral Club, PO Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 
68505, jna@inetnebr.com 
 
April 7-9:  Wyoming, Mi.  36th Annual Show of 
The Indian Mounds Rock & Mineral Club 
presents  "Unburied Ancient Treasures".  972 
Rogers Plaza Town Center on 28th Street, one 
quarter mile west of US 131. Free Parking and 
Admission.  9:30 - 9:00 Thurs.& Fri. & Sat. The 
Featured Exhibit is a sculpted 58 million year old, 
12 feet long crocodile on loan from The Science 
Museum of Minnesota. Pictures are allowed. We 
offer Museum Quality Exhibits, Identification of 
Minerals & Fossils, Items for Children Collections, 
Demonstrations, and Club Sale Bargains. Our 
Dealers carry Micromounts to huge Plates of 
Crystals, Stone Beads & Carvings, Jewelry, 

 

 



Meteorites, World wide Specimens & Much More.  
Contact:  donvandyke@tm.net   
(616) 669-6932  Website: 
http://indianmoundsrockclub.com/index.htm 
 
April 9-10:  Des Plaines, IL  Des Plaines Annual 
Show at the Des Plaines Park District Leisure 
Center  2222 Birch St. There will be a Kid's room, 
Live Demonstrations, Educational Exhibits, 
Food, Door Prizes, Raffles, Silent Auction & dealers 
of fine gems, jewelry, fossils, minerals & beads. 
Admission is $3 adults, $2 Seniors, $1 students, 
kids under 12 free with paying adult.  
Contact: Lois Zima at (847) 298-4653 or  
Frank Lavin at (815) 298-9178 
 
April 8-10 Our Spring Show!  Black Hawk Gem 
and Mineral Club Spring Rock, Gem and 
Jewelry Show, Putnam Museum, 1717 W. 12th 
St., Davenport. Fri 5-8, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-
4pm. The show will feature rocks, minerals, fossils, 
agates, geodes, tumbled stones, carved stone, 
beads, silver and beaded jewelry, spheres, 
arrowheads and much more. There will be 
demonstrations on Bead Making, Faceting, and 
Flint Knapping. Learn to make arrowheads. Crack 
Geodes. Admission is FREE. For information Call 
(563) 445-3034  
www.blackhawkgemandmineralclub.com. 
 
April 16:  WOODBURY, MN, Annual Show, St. 
Croix Rockhounds, Valley Creek Mall, 175 Weir 
Drive, Woodbury, MN 55125, 9 AM - 3 PM . Free 
admission and free parking. Educational, non-
selling show. Rock and mineral I.D. service. Show 
Chair: Bill Cordua, 414 Lewis Street, River Falls, WI 
54022,715-425-3139, william.s.cordua@uwrf.edu. 
 
April 22-24:  DECATUR, IL  The Central Illinois 
Gem & Mineral Club's  59th Annual Mineral, 
Gem & Jewelry Show,  Macon County Fair 
Grounds, 3700 Westlawn Ave. Fri 11am-6pm 
(General Public), Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-4pm. 
Friday from 9am to 3pm is primarily for school 
children and home schoolers. The students, 
together with their teachers and chaperones will be 
admitted free. Exhibitors, Merchants and 
Demonstrators plus The Running Water Sluice, 
Grand Door Prize - Best Exhibits at the Show - 
Silent Auctions on Sat&Sun. Admission will be $5, 
Seniors 59 and over $2, Kids under 15 are 
FREE. Parking is FREE. Persons in uniform 
(Scouts or Armed Forces) admitted FREE. Contact 
Show Chairman, Tony Kapta (217) 233-1164 
or cigmc@comcast.net, or Co-Chairman Larry 
Albro at 217-520-3394. 

More BenchTips by Brad Smith 
 
MODIFY TOOLS FOR PRONG SETTING 
 
  When setting stones in a prong mount, avoid 
slipping by grinding a groove in the face of your 
prong pusher or one jaw of your flat-nose 
pliers. 
  Easiest way to cut the slot on the pusher is 
with a file, and the easiest way to cut the slot 
on your pliers is with a cutoff wheel in the 
Foredom or Dremel. 
________ 
 
STIFFENING EARRING POSTS 
 
Soldering an earring post will always soften the 
wire a bit.  Easiest way to harden it is to grip 
the end of the post with your flat-jaw pliers and 
twist it a couple half turns.  This work-hardens 
the wire and at the same time tests your 
soldered joint. 
________ 
 
SANDING DISKS 
 
One of the flexshaft tools that saves a lot of 
time is the snap-on sanding disk. I mainly use 
the medium and fine grits but sometimes need 
the very fine ones sold for working with 
platinum. 
 
Ordinarily, you'd think of placing the disk on the 
mandrel with the grit side facing away from 
your hand, but notice that you end up with your 
elbow up in the air.  Instead, try flipping the 
disk so that the grit side is towards your hand. 
It's a much more comfortable pose because 
the elbow is down near your side, and it gives 
me a better view of what I'm sanding. 
 
I use these snap-on disks so frequently that I 
keep multiple mandrels with different grits 
already mounted in the bur stand. Some 
mandrels have the grit facing out and some 
facing in. 
 

More BenchTips by Brad Smith are at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/ 

or 
facebook.com/BenchTips 

 



 
 
JURASSIC PARK: Fact not Fiction?  
 
By Judith Washburn, Acting Biology Chair 
  
You all remember Jurassic Park, the book or 
the movie, in which a sample of DNA from a 
dinosaur was used to clone a dinosaur - setting 
off a series of catastrophic events. That DNA 
was captured from an insect trapped, shortly 
after a tasty snack, in a blob of amber. The 
odds - astronomical; the concept-purely fiction, 
because the science just didn't exist.  
 
Well, the science has come a long way. A 
paleontologist from North Carolina, Mary 
Schweitzer, somewhat of a maverick in her 
field, has found what appear to be intact, still-
soft blood vessels and blood cells belonging to 
a 68-million-year-old Tyrannosaurus rex. She 
hopes to complete further tests by summer's 
end that will confirm that the flexible "stretchy" 
material recovered from the bone sample she 
treated is actual preserved tissue from the 
dinosaur. 
 
If Schweitzer can confirm her findings, her 
method of investigation is likely to revolutionize 
paleontology. Such tissues just might yield 
actual dinosaur DNA. "Even if we could get 
great DNA samples from a dinosaur," 
Schweitzer said, "we're not going to be able to 
clone a dinosaur. Any recovered DNA samples 
would be too fragmentary to replicate the 
complete dinosaur genome." The blood 

vessels and cells could, however, provide 
important information on whether dinosaurs 
were warm or cold-blooded, help determine the 
sex of individual specimens, and offer new 
insights into how they lived. 
 
Schweitzer's research methods seem to upend 
accepted theories of fossilization. Current 
beliefs suggest that when animals, like 
dinosaurs, died and were covered in silty mud, 
minerals gradually seeped into bony tissues 
and replaced all of the organic materials. The 
minerals transformed the bone into fossil rock, 
destroying any soft tissue. 
 
Schweitzer has been dissolving the mineral 
content of fossilized bone to study the residue 
left behind. "Most paleontologists cringe when 
they see me coming," Schweitzer said, 
referring to her destructive reputation. Noted 
paleontologist Jack Homer, from the Museum 
of the Rockies in Bozeman, MT, is supportive 
of Schweitzer's work. He provided the break-
through specimen for her research. 
 
If her findings are confirmed, there is promise 
of an explosion of new information, said 
paleontologist Paul Sereno, of the University of 
Chicago. Studying dinosaur bone material at 
the sub-cellular level, he noted, is an area 
where little previous research has been done.   
Via Siloam Springs Earth Sciences Club 
Mt. Sterling, IL website - 
http://www.rushville.lib.il.us/community/clubs/ssesc/ 
 

 
 
 



 

Metamorphism 
 
Metamorphism is the process of change that 
rocks within the earth undergo when exposed 
to increasing temperatures and pressures at 
which their mineral components are no longer 
stable. Metamorphism may be local - contact 
metamorphism is due to igneous intrusion - or 
regional - as takes place in mountain building 
when slate, schist, and gneiss are formed. 
Metamorphism may take place in a solid state, 
without melting. Effects of metamorphism 
depend upon the composition, texture, and 
strength of the original rock, and on the 
temperature, pressure, and amount of water 
under which metamorphism takes place. 
Metamorphosed rocks may differ in texture, 
mineral content, and total chemical 
composition from the parent rock.  Most 
metamorphic rocks show textural changes. 
Cleavage is mainly the result of the increased 
pressure of dynamic metamorphism. Foliation 
is the development of wavy or contorted layers 
under more intense metamorphism. It involves 
structural and mineralogical changes. 
Recrystallization of some minerals and the 
conversion of others is a feature common to 
many metamorphic rocks, especially those 
formed at high temperatures, such as those 
around intrusions, thermal metamorphism. 
Phyllites have a rather glossy, like slate 
appearance caused by recrystallization of flaky 
minerals along cleavage planes, such as 
schist’s and slates. Marble, fine to coarsely 
granular, is composed chiefly of calcite or 
dolomite. It derives from metamorphosed 
limestone. Garnetiferous Schist shows foliation 
in parallel arrangement of platy micas, and 
growth of garnet as a new mineral.  
Via a Golden Guide, "Geology"/Rhodes and Via 
Siloam Springs Earth Sciences Club 
Mt. Sterling, IL website - 
http://www.rushville.lib.il.us/community/clubs/ssesc/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fact and Legend 
By Mrs. Marburger via Pick and Shovel – March 2008 
 

Bloodstone – 
Fact and Legend 
 Bloodstone, green jasper dotted with bright red 
spots of iron oxide, was treasured in ancient times 
and served for a long time as the birthstone for 
March. This attractive chalcedony quartz is also 
known as heliotrope because in ancient times 
polished stones were described as reflecting the sun: 
perhaps the appearance of the gem reminded the 
ancients of the red setting sun, mirrored in the 
ocean. 
 Medieval Christians often used bloodstone to 
carve scenes of the crucifixion and martyrs, for 
which reason it was also dubbed the martyr's stone. 
According to the legend about the origin of 
bloodstone, it was first formed when drops of Christ's 
blood fell and stained some jasper at the foot of the 
cross. A beautiful example of carved bloodstone 
with the seal of the German Emperor Rudolf II 
can be seen at the Louvre in Paris. 
 Even today, finely pulverized bloodstone is used 
as a medicine and aphrodisiac in India. Perhaps that 
explains why it is now rather difficult to find fine 
specimens of bloodstone on the market. Bloodstone 
is mined in India, Australia, and the United 
States. 
 In ancient times, bloodstone was thought to be 
able to stop hemorrhages with the merest touch. 
Some believe it relieves stomach and bowel pain, 
strengthens blood purifying organs, and improves 
blood circulation. Bloodstone is also thought to 
have a positive influence on a bladder. Lore claims 
Bloodstone is used to help one become more 
knowledgeable in the ways of the world suggests it is 
a very magical stone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2011 Officers and Directors 
 

President Vicki Pearson (309) 762-7605

Vice President Bret Henderson (309) 626-0107

Treasurer     Teresa Falk (309) 786-4196

Secretary Diane Preslar             (309) 786-1523 

Director (3-year) Craig Moore (563) 445-3034

Director (2-year)     Kellie Moore       (563) 445-3034 

Director (1-year)     Linda Maro       (309) 797-3275 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Membership Kellie Moore (563) 445-3034
Publicity  Craig Moore (563) 445-3034
Youth Group Vacant 
Field Trips  Bret Henderson (309) 626-0107
Displays Bret Henderson (309) 626-0107
Rock Show Kellie Moore (563) 445-3034
Scholarship Board of Directors (563) 445-3034
Bulletin Editor Kellie Moore (563) 445-3034
Property Board of Directors (563) 445-3034
Ways and Means Board of Directors (563) 445-3034
Historian Vacant  
MWF Liaison  Vacant 
 
 
 
The purpose of this non-profit organization is to promote 
interest in collecting, studying and working with gems and 
minerals and fossils. Organized in 1955, the Black Hawk Club 
joined the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological 
Societies in 1959.  It is also a member of the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. Meetings are held on 
the third Tuesday of every month, September through May at 
6:00P.M. in the Hauberg Civic Center, 1300 24th Street, Rock 
Island, IL.  Picnics are held at various locations during June, 
July, and August.  Annual Dues: Individual Membership: 
$15.00, Senior Couples: $12.00, Senior Individual: $10.00, 
Family: $20.00.    
 
Contributions: Submissions (announcements, photographs, 
notes, letters, articles, etc.) are actively solicited from 
BHGMC members. Copyrighted material submitted for 
publication must be accompanied by a written release from the 
copyright holder. All material submitted is subject to editing. 
Unless previously arranged, all submissions become property 
of the Black Hawk Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. When 
requested, original and personally-written articles will be 
published with a copyright notice in the author's name; 
otherwise all submissions will be published without individual 
copyright. No anonymous submissions will be considered; 
however, the submitter's name will be withheld or a 
pseudonym may be used at the submitter's request. The 
deadline for all submitted work is the 20th of the month before 
it is to be published. Late and\or unused entries may be 
published in later issue. 
 
Editor: Kellie Moore 718 Franklin Ave, Davenport, IA 
52806. 
 

 
Disclaimer: The conclusions and opinions expressed in 
Smoke Signals are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of the Officers, Editor, or members 
of the club. 
 
Copyright © 2011 by the Black Hawk Gem & Mineral Club, 
Inc. With the exception of items that are specifically 
copyrighted by their authors, other clubs may use material 
published in Smoke Signals as long as proper credit is given 
and the meaning or sense of the material is not changed. 

 
Visit us at:  

www.blackhawkgemandmineralclub.com 
 

Affiliations 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological 

Societies 
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/ 

 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

http://www.gamineral.org/afms.htm 
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